

























































































The	 East-West	 Arc	 spans	 30	 local	 councils	 comprising	 the	 growth	 corridor	 from	 Oxford	
through	Milton	Keynes	and	Northampton	to	Cambridge.	Its	population	of	over	three	million	
is	 the	 fastest	growing	region	 in	 the	UK.1	 	See	Figure	1.	 It	 forms	the	northern	 fringe	of	 the	
greater	London	city	region	to	which	it	is	profitably	tied,	just	north	of	the	Green	Belt.	History,	
knowledge,	 technology,	 agriculture	 and	 nature	 combine	 in	 a	 rich	 tapestry	 that	 has	 long	





areas	 of	 the	UK.	 Its	 potential	 is	 recognised	 by	 the	 government	 as	 a	 once-in-a-generation	






















of	 growth	 scenarios	 and	 their	 impacts,	 in	 advance	 of	 the	 foreseen	 major	 infrastructure	
projects.		
	











history	 of	 this	 greater	 region	 has	 unfolded	 piece	 meal,	 it	 is	 now	 interconnected	 into	 a	
functioning	mega-region	that	needs	a	coherent	strategy	founded	by	cogent	analysis.	

































In	 terms	 of	 guiding	 their	 futures,	 our	 fragmented	 landscapes	 and	 cities	 can	 only	 mirror	
fragmented	 governance,	which	brings	back	 the	question	of	 regional	 planning	 and	 its	 long	
tradition	in	UK.		Will	England	resume	this	tradition	of	leadership	in	regional	planning	nearly	a	







what	 is	 the	nature	of	 the	policy	 to	 guide	 its	 growth	and	development	–	 such	as	 a	 spatial	












Investment	 in	 infrastructure	 is	vital	 to	sustain	both	continued	competitiveness	and	overall	
quality	of	life.	Further,	infrastructure	plays	other	crucial	roles:	to	re-balance	the	economy	by	
supporting	 growth	 across	 the	 entire	 region;	 and	 to	 do	 this	 sustainably	 so	 that	 the	
environment	 does	 not	 suffer	 and	 less	 advantaged	 populations	 benefit.	 In	 this	 way,	
opportunity	 is	 distributed	 more	 evenly	 while	 stewarding	 the	 environment	 and	 resources	
carefully.	A	key	opportunity	to	attain	this	is	by	linking	the	Oxbridge	Gateway	initiative	to	the	








work	 is	 essential	 to	 maintaining	 the	 region’s	 competitiveness,	 especially	 in	 securing	
investment	and	talent.		
	
Given	 the	 scale	 and	 complexity	 of	 the	 Arc’s	 continuing	 development,	 foresight	 based	 on	
analysis	at	multiple	scales	across	multiple	 issues	is	vital.	We	envisage	five	key	themes	that	













v What	 is	 the	best	way	 for	vetting	competing	 scenarios	 for	 the	 future?	What	
evaluation	criteria	should	be	applied,	and	by	whom?	


















v How	 to	envision	 infrastructure	as	multi-layered	networks	 comprising	 roads,	










v What	 are	 the	 opportunities	 to	 create	 and	 share	 value	 among	 all	 sectors	 –	
public,	private,	and	not	for	profit?	
































v How	 to	 align	 individual	 projects,	 whether	 housing	 estates	 or	 infrastructure	
















On	 June	 19,	 2018,	 the	 University	 of	 Westminster’s	 Faculty	 of	 Architecture	 and	 the	 Built	
Environment	hosted	a	day-long	symposium	on	 the	East	West	Arc.	 It	was	attended	by	one	





beyond,	 as	 well	 as	 its	 governance.	 There	 were	 three	 provocative	 panels	 in	 the	 morning	
session,	 representing	 a	 rich	 range	 of	 interests	 and	 places.	 One	 of	 the	 panels	 included	
presentations	 by	 student	 from	 three	 design	 studios	 that	 completed	 design	 and	 planning	
projects	on	the	corridor.	These	students	came	from	three	different	courses	in	Westminster’s	
Faculty	 of	 Architecture	 and	 the	 Built	 Environment,	 reflecting	 the	 multi-disciplinary	
perspectives	engendered	in	teaching	and	research.	In	addition,	there	were	four	interactive	
workshops	after	lunch.	These	workshops	developed	and	interrogated	robust	ideas	to	guide	





other	 contemporary	 development	 issues.	 Establishing	 the	 University	 of	Westminster	 as	 a	
forum	 for	 future	dialogue	 fulfils	 an	 important	part	of	our	university’s	mission,	which	 is	 to	
advance	knowledge	and	debate	on	important	questions	facing	British	society.	The	symposium	
accomplished	this	by	providing	a	neutral	setting	to	discuss	the	evidence	and	ideas	impartially.	
In	 a	 time	when	particularised	 interests	 play	 an	 outsize	 role	 in	 determining	 our	 fates,	 this	





and	 Cambridge.	 These	 events	 are	multi-sectoral,	 multi-disciplinary,	 free	 and	 open	 to	 the	
public.		As	a	public	university	in	collaboration	with	other	public	institutions	and	sectors,	we	

































Today,	 debates	 surrounding	 the	 city	 region	 are	more	 complex	 than	 ever.	 They	 are	multi-
disciplinary,	 multi-sectoral	 and	 multi-scalar;	 and	 they	 are	 exploding	 in	 size	 and	
complexity.	When	we	considered	metropolises	and	city	 regions	 in	 the	past,	 the	 focus	was	
more	 internal,	 on	 trade,	 commuting	 and	 capital	 flows	 between	 the	 inner	 core	 and	 the	
surrounding	 hinterland.	 The	 impetus	 today	 responds	 to	 globalization,	 rapid	 urbanization,	






corridor	and	 its	 links	to	London	in	ways	that	could	 inform	its	planning	and	governing.	This	
regional	challenge	will	require	our	best	thinking	and	cooperation.		
	
The	 presentations	 highlighted	 the	 need	 of	 regional	 and	 sub-regional	 strategic	 planning,	
although	 the	 plans	 were	 abandoned.	 Existing	 decision	 processes	 are	 not	 democratic	 or	
transparent,	increasing	the	tensions	between	authorities.	The	Arc	could	be	an	opportunity	to	
bring	holistic	long-term	planning	with	a	fresh	approach,	based	on	an	interactive	combination	
of	 bottom-up	 and	 top-down	 initiatives.	 The	 example	 of	 the	 Netherlands	 is	 revealing:	 the	




goals	 of	 housing,	 economic	 growth	 &	 investment	 and	 transport,	 an	 across-department	
programme	 has	 been	 developed	 ‘to	 ensure	 decisions	 on	 connectivity,	 place-making	 and	
economic	growth	are	made	in	a	joined-up	way’.	The	options	to	achieve	the	one	million	new	
homes	are	still	under	exploration.	One	of	the	major	challenges	lies	in	tackling	un-affordability	
across	 the	 region,	which	 require	a	 specific	plan	addressing	different	 levels	of	 affordability	
	 11	



















The	depth	of	 their	presentations	guided	 the	audience	 toward	 the	different	possibilities	of	
connectivity	 in	 the	 corridor,	 apart	 from	 transport.	 Their	 work	 was	 at	 three	 scales	
simultaneously:	local,	corridor,	and	London	city	region.	The	students	mentioned	the	lack	of	
linkages	between	academic	and	enterprise	sectors,	which	seem	to	be	rather	competing	than	















in”	because	 these	patterns	 are	 instantiated	 in	 institutionalized	governance	 structures	 and	















un-adapted	 to	 transformational	 changes?	At	 a	 smaller	 scale,	 the	example	of	policy-driven	




several	 mega	 clusters	 larger	 than	 Switzerland	 –	 provided	 interesting	 insights.	 It	 led	 the	
discussion	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 governance	 should	 reach	 a	 wider	 scale	 consensus	 about	 the	
planning	and	development	of	the	Arc.	It	is	expected	that	the	Arc	shall	relieve	growth	pressure	














greater	 London	 city	 region?	What	 forces	 impact	 on	 its	 future?	 Is	 there	 only	 one	 possible	










































yet	 coordinated	 strategy	 development	 and	 implementation	 across	 this	 scale	 takes	 a	
significant	investment	in	time,	talent	and	resources	for	it	to	be	done	properly	and	effectively.		
Are	 the	 key	 players,	 especially	 national	 and	 local	 governments,	 able	 to	 marshal	 these	
resources	and	stay	focused	over	the	time	required?		The	obstacles	and	opposition	to	such	an	






large	 margins.	 These	 factors	 combine	 to	 hinder	 growth	 and	 sustainability.	 These	 factors	














studies	have	been	carried	out	 so	 far	 to	 support	 the	 road-rail	 infrastructure	plans.	Such	as	




London	 plan,	 where	 communities	 opposed	 development,	 natural	 protected	 areas	 were	
























due	to	 the	scale	of	 the	development	and	 its	diverse	range	of	stakeholders.	These	matters	










acknowledged	 that	 the	 current	 arrangement	 creates	 distortions.	 The	 discussion	 also	





























on	 scenario	 estimates	 (Cambridge	 Econometrics	 and	 SQW,	 2016,	 National	 Infrastructure	


















develop	 and	 then	 to	 assess	 several	 growth	 scenarios,	 which	 will	 be	 conducted	 by	 a	
consortium.	 In	 sum,	 this	 phase	of	 the	 research	would	 constitute	 an	economic	 and	 spatial	






































































































































Q:	 Is	 there	 a	 concept	 that	 drives	 this	 region	 into	 the	 future?	 Is	 it	 a	 gateway,	 is	 it	 a	 corridor,	 a	
diamond,	a	triangle?	
A:	Because	of	the	position	/	location	of	the	corridor	with	respect	to	the	rest	of	southern	England,	it	is	















and	what	 they	 are	 known	 for.	 This	 region	 is	 the	 knowledge	 region	 of	 England.	We	 can	 keep	 that	
historical	 tradition,	 but	 we	 do	 not	 want	 to	 discourage	 other	 cities	 and	 towns	 around	 London	 by	
implying	that	knowledge	is	only	in	Oxbridge.		
	
*	 The	 Fourth	 Industrial	 revolution	 is	 all	 about	 data	 and	 technology.	 Maybe	 the	 brain-image	 can	
































future	 may	 not	 necessarily	 be	 silicon-based	 and	 may	 not	 be	 linear.	 Research	 conducted	 on	 the	
strengths	behind	Silicon	Valley	found	that	the	interconnections,	the	social	networks	and	the	nature	of	




















A:	 To	 a	 degree	 (strength	 and	 a	weakness)	 the	 image	 can	 be	 attractive	 to	 a	 politician,	 economist.	





A:	 We	 should	 create	 boundaries	 based	 on	 social	 patterns,	 yet	 we	 can	 always	 go	 beyond	 these	



























































































































































* New	 Town	 strategy	 –	 maybe	 the	 only	 strategy	 which	 is	 top-down	 but	 might	 be	 regionally	
sustainable.	Also,	a	new	town	strategy	can	provide	a	large	numbers	of	housing	units.	20-50.000	
people	in	a	new	town	can	provide	a	good	quality	of	life	if	you	have	good	transport.		
* Bottom-up	 approach	 instead?	 But,	 to	 be	 realistic,	 it	 is	 unlikely	 that	 this	 will	 happen.	 Lots	 of	














Leadership:	 how	 to	 connect	 top	 and	bottom.	Need	 knowledgeable	 and	 capable	 leadership	on	 the	
growth	boards.	Link	strategy,	policy	and	budget,	so	that	funding	encompasses	a	holistic	set	of	projects.		
The	Oxford	growth	board	is	in	the	process	of	finalizing	its	JSSP,	a	regional	statutory	plan	to	establish	a	
regional	 body	 and	 help,	 by	 coordinating	with	 Local	 Plans,	 for	 local	 interventions	 properly	 set	 in	 a	
regional	context.		
	








































A:	The	affordable	housing	 issue	 is	not	sufficiently	addressed	by	 the	private	sector.	A	multi-layered	
approach	 that	 considers	 many	 factors,	 not	 only	 land-uses,	 is	 critical.	 This	 includes	 planning	 and	



















A:	 This	 takes	 the	 form	 of	 two	 inter-related	 issues:	 the	 natural	 resources	 themselves,	 and	 the	
infrastructures	 needed	 to	 protect	 them	 and	 distribute	 them.	 What	 is	 the	 relation	 of	 local	
infrastructures	to	the	regional,	national	and	global	infrastructures	envisioned	by	HS2,	the	East-West	





















where	 there	 is	 significant	 commuting	 by	 car	 to	 the	 train	 stations	 in	 order	 to	 go	 to	 London,	 and	
attendant	 car-parking	 demands.	 This	 type	 of	 commuting	 can	 be	 difficult	 in	 the	Oxford-Cambridge	
region,	given	the	presence	of	large	protected	areas,	which	are	hard	to	cross	for	commuters.	Moreover,	
the	farmers	are	commuting	already	because	of	housing	affordability.	It	is	already	hard	for	farmers	to	
afford	 their	 house,	 because	 of	 the	 competition	 from	 commuters	 and	 new	 development	 and	 the	
consequent	increases	in	housing	prices.	These	issues	affect	agricultural	land,	which	will	be	needed	to	






*	 Infrastructure	 comprises	 not	 only	 the	 road,	 the	 rail	 and	 the	 housing	 but	 many	 more	
















































































For	 example,	with	 the	Crossrail	 levy	 in	 London,	 the	 government	 feels	 like	 it’s	 getting	 value	 for	 its	
money.	
• Everybody	pays	a	bit,	but	the	funding	for	Crossrail	mainly	comes	from	central	government.	





























































Q:	What	 type	 and	 governance	 of	 planning	 and	 design	 guidance	 should	 exist	 across	 the	Ox-Cam	
corridor?		
A:	Use	a	“net	gain	principle”.		A	comprehensive	strategy	should	exist,	equivalent	to	the	new	London	





























• Reliance	 on	 local	 mechanisms	 works	 well	 in	 locations	 where	 you	 already	 have	 sufficient	
infrastructure	to	support	current	and	projected	populations.	
• Current	arrangement	creates	distortions	in	the	market.	
• Public	sector	as	a	partial	funder	and	the	private	sector	as	a	partial	funder,	with	capture	value	
for	both,	because	neither	can	fund	the	whole.	
• Currently,	the	private	sector	is	underwritten	by	the	public	sector,	as	the	private	sector	benefits	
by	capturing	most	of	the	uplift	in	land	and	property	value.	
• Bonds	are	a	good	funding	mechanism,	especially	when	value	capture	can	be	used	to	repay	the	
bonds.		
• A	new	approach	to	finance	needs	a	new	approach	to	governance	of	the	whole	region.	
	
	
	
Students	and	panels’	presentations	
	
Presentations’	slides	from	the	morning	panellists	and	the	students	are	also	available	on	the	
East	West	Arc	website	www.eastwestarc.co.uk	
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